Pastor’'s Guide to a Successful CASA Appeal 2025

The pastor’s support will lead to more parishioners supporting CASA, which is why
your involvement is critical. The goal is 100 percent participation, no matter the
amount.

e The Catholic Arkansas Sharing Appeal (CASA) kickoff is Feb. 1 & 2.

e CASA pew envelopes will be mailed the week of Jan. 6 and Bishop Taylor's
recorded video message will be included. Download English audio message here:
https://bit.ly/casa-audio-25. Download Spanish audio message here: https://bit.ly/casa-
audio-25-sp.

e The weekend of Jan. 26 & 27, please announce that the appeal will take place the
next weekend using the pulpit and bulletin announcements.

e Have the gift/pledge envelopes and pens/pencils in the pews or distributed by the
ushers. If there is snow or ice this weekend, please have the appeal the following
weekend of Feb. 8 & 9.

e |If possible, show the video of Bishop Taylor’s recorded message. This year’s video
message includes pictures and video clips of CASA supported ministries in action as
well as his message on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.

e After the Bishop’s message, follow the in-pew solicitation guide provided for
distributing and collecting the CASA pledge envelopes.

e Leave envelopes in the pews throughout the month of February.

e The week of May 12, Bishop Taylor will send a letter to donors who have given in
past years but have not yet given for 2025.

e As you are able, please remind your parishioners who have not given, to please do
so. Everyone’s participation is the goal, no matter the amount.

Thank you for your leadership with the CASA appeal in your parish(es). Our office is
happy to assist you in any way we can. For more information, please contact Kelly
Wewers, Diocesan Director of Stewardship and Development, at (501) 664-0340 or
kwewers@dolr.orqg.



https://bit.ly/casa-audio-25
https://bit.ly/casa-audio-25-sp
https://bit.ly/casa-audio-25-sp
mailto:kwewers@dolr.org

Pastoral Letters

February 1, 2025

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

For over 40 years, each of our last three Popes has called for a New Evangelization. One aspect of this New
Evangelization is the need to inspire everyone who calls themselves a Christian to really live their faith and live it in a way
that has an effect on every part of their life. The New Evangelization calls us to see the connection between coming to
Mass and making a difference in the real world, in truly living our faith.

Popes John Paul Il and Benedict XVI gave us the theological foundation for this New Evangelization in brilliant
terms, rooting it in the dignity of the human person. And now for the last 12 years, Pope Francis has used his own
pastoral experience to show us how to draw on the wonders of our Catholic faith to make the world a better place,
which is of course very inspiring!

Pope Francis exhorts us to allow our faith to travel that longest 18 inches from our head to our heart, whereby
we devote ourselves completely to him, thereby empowering us to really live our faith with all our heart, 24 hours a day,
7 days a week--which includes doing our share to build up the Kingdom of God here and now, in Arkansas!

If we are not aligned with the Kingdom of God now in the way we live our life now, how do we expect to share in
the life of the Kingdom of God in the world to come? If we are not making sacrifices to make the world a better place
now, whose kingdom are we building with our efforts? Our own, or the Lord's?

There are, of course, many ways to build of the Kingdom of God and many things are needed for the New
Evangelization to go forward. One way that you can do this is to support our efforts on the diocesan level which are
funded through our annual CASA--Catholic Arkansas Sharing Appeal.

A listing of all the departments and initiatives funded through your CASA donations can be found in the February 1
issue of our Arkansas Catholic newspaper, which is my means of communicating with you weekly about the marvelous
things the Lord is doing in our midst. If you are not yet a subscriber, please sign up at arkansas-catholic.org. The
electronic version is free and a print version is also available for a small fee.

The lion's share of the money you donate to CASA helps to fund our diocesan offices and ministries and partially
funds, among other things, the education of our 22 seminarians and the efforts of Catholic Charities. Our diocesan
guideline for your 10% tithe to the Lord before taxes is 5% to your parish, 4% to other charities or more to your parish,
and 1% to this CASA appeal.

Thank you for your generosity in the past to CASA and thanks in advance for an even more generous response this
year!

Sincerely In Christ,

+Anthony B. Taylor

Bishop of Little Rock



12 de febrero, 2025

Mis hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

Durante mas de 40 anos, cada uno de nuestros Ultimos tres Papas ha hecho un llamado a una Nueva
Evangelizacién. Un aspecto de esta Nueva Evangelizacidon es la necesidad de inspirar a todos los que se Ilaman cristianos
a vivir realmente su fe y vivirla de una manera que tenga un efecto en cada parte de su vida. La Nueva Evangelizacién nos
Ilama a ver la conexidn entre asistir a Misa y hacer una diferencia en el mundo real, al vivir verdaderamente nuestra fe.

El Papa Juan Pablo Il y Benedicto XVI nos dieron la base teoldgica para esta Nueva Evangelizacidon en términos
brillantes, y de cierta manera académicos, estableciéndola en la dignidad de la persona humana.

Y ahora por los ultimos 12 afios, el Papa Francisco basa su ministerio en su propia experiencia pastoral en las
trincheras de la vida cotidiana para mostrarnos cdmo recurrir a nuestra fe para hacer del mundo un lugar mejor, ilo cual
por supuesto es muy inspirador!

El Papa Francisco nos exhorta a permitir que nuestra fe viaje las 18” mas largas desde nuestra cabeza hasta el
corazén, donde de hecho conocemos a Jesus personalmente (y no sélo sabemos de él) y nos capacita para vivir nuestra
fe con todo nuestro corazdn, 24 horas al dia, 7 dias a la semana—haciendo nuestra parte jpara construir el Reino de Dios
aqui y ahora, en Arkansas!

Si no cumplimos con el Reino de Dios en la manera en que vivimos nuestra vida ahora, ¢como esperamos
compartir en la vida del Reino de Dios en el mundo futuro? Si no hacemos sacrificios para hacer del mundo un lugar
mejor ahora, ¢de quién es el reino que estamos construyendo con nuestros esfuerzos? ¢Es nuestro propio reino o el
reino del Sefior?

Hay, por supuesto, muchas maneras de edificar el Reino de Dios y se necesitan muchas cosas para que la Nueva
Evangelizacidn siga adelante. Un modo de hacerlo es por apoyar nuestros esfuerzos a nivel diocesano que son
financiados mediante nuestra campafa anual de CASA—Campafia Catdlica de Arkansas a Compartir, por eso comparto
este mensaje grabado.

Pueden encontrar una lista de todos los departamentos y actividades financiados mediante sus donaciones a CASA
en la edicidn del 12 de febrero de nuestro periddico Arkansas Catholic, que es mi medio para comunicarme con ustedes
cada semana acerca de todo lo maravilloso que el Sefior hace entre nosotros. Si aun no estan suscritos, por favor
suscribanse en arkansas-catholic.org. La versidon electrénica es gratis y la versién impresa también esta disponible a un
bajo costo.

La mayor parte del dinero que donan a CASA ayuda a financiar nuestras oficinas diocesanas y en parte ayuda a
financiar, entre otras cosas, la educacidn de nuestros 22 seminaristas y los esfuerzos de Caridades Catdlicas. Nuestro
lineamiento diocesano para su diezmo de 10% de sus ingresos al Sefior antes de impuestos es el siguiente: 5% a su
parroquia, 4% a obras caritativas o mas para su parroquia, y el 1% a esta campafia de CASA.

iGracias por su generosidad a CASA en afios anteriores y gracias de antemano por una respuesta generosa aun
mayor este ano!

Sinceramente en Cristo,

+Anthony B. Taylor
Obispo de Little Rock



