DeColores Brothers and Sisters!

First, thank you for your prayers and palanca and
your dedication to Cursillo! | want to share with you the
answers to some of those prayers:

Monsignor Hebert thought that it was a good idea for
us to ask several Priests to participate as Spiritual
Advisors so that none would be overburdened by having
four cursillo weekends a year. We have asked Monsignor
Frances Malone of Christ the King in Little Rock, Father
John Marconi of St. Mary in Paragould, Monsignor David
Lesieur of St. Vincent De Paul in Rogers, and Father Les
Farley of St. Jude the Apostle in Jacksonville to commit to
one cursillo weekend a year. Praise God, all of them have
said yes! We will have a Priest available for the whole
weekend for each of our weekends. God is good .... all
the time!

If you run into any of these Priests give them a big
DeColores and thank them personally for their
commitment.

We have two Ultreyas who have not been meeting
that are starting up again. The ultreya in Fort Smith and
the ultreya in Mena have both had meetings in January.
Please, if you live in those areas, consider joining them as
they try to strengthen their communities by supporting
each other in their faith journey.

We are restarting the Central School of Leaders in
March. Our first meeting will be Saturday, March 8th, at
St. John's Center in Little Rock. Our meeting will begin at
9:00 am and will last until approximately 12:30 pm. God
gives each of us unique gifts that are needed to build His
kingdom. If you feel that God is calling you to work within
the Cursillo movement please consider attending this
meeting. We come together to build community within the
leadership of our movement as well to grow in knowledge
of our Lord, our Church and all the different aspects of the
Curisllo Movement. We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of
each month. Please, come and see! If you can't make
the meeting in Central Arkansas, there is also a school
that meets in Rogers at St. Vincent de Paul. Check the
calendar of scheduled events in this letter for times.

Planning for the upcoming men's and women's

In a recent meeting with Cef Augillion, English
National Coordinator of the Cursillo Movement,
commented that one of the problems with the Cursillo in
Arkansas and elsewhere is the lack of true palanca.

Cursillos is going full steam ahead. We
have candidates ready to participate in both weekends.
Plan now to attend the closings for both the men's and
women's weekends. The men's closing will be on
Sunday, February 24th, and the women's closing will be
Sunday, April 13th.

Remember how amazing it was on your weekend
when you first saw all of the outside community? People
drove from all over the state to show their support for you.
We need you to do the same for these candidates. We
need to show them the support that they will have heard
about in the rollos throughout their weekend. There is
going to be a change in the Sunday schedule for the
candidates so the closing will also be pushed back about
thirty minutes. Plan to be at St. Joseph's orphanage by
3:30 to participate. We want you all to be there when the
Saints Go Marching In.

Our prayers are truly being answered and all of
our sacrifices have wrought great things! But now is not
the time to sit back on our laurels. We must keep up our
palanca, our prayers & sacrifices. | pray that you will take
the time to read the article in this newsletter about palanca
and then fill out the forms and send them in. Don't wait,
the forms need to be sent back as soon as possible so
that your palanca can be shared with other movements in
our nation and our world, but especially with our own
candidates on our much anticipated spring weekends.
Along with your palanca, please consider spending an
hour or two or three in prayer for the weekends that can
be entered on our 72 hour watch poster that is presented
to our candidates.

Again, thanks for all you have done for Cursillo
and thanks for all that | know you are going to do. Christ
is counting on all of us to build His Kingdom. St.
Theresa's Prayer tells us "Christ has no body now but
yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the
eyes thru which he looks compassion on this world, yours
are the feet with which he walks to do good, yours are the
hands with which he blesses all the world."

God Bless,

Your Sister in Christ,
Nancy Christian

Lay Director

| wondered what he meant by true palanca. |
know that palanca is our prayer and sacrifices offered for
others, especially for the Cursillo. Our palanca brings God
into all our actions. Palanca turns our actions into prayer.



The Leaders manual states, “We must reaffirm
that before anything else, the most characteristic mark of
the Cursillo methodology ties in the whole concept of
Palanca prayers, sacrifices and works of mercy. Palanca
must be genuine and offered by communities and
individuals living in union with Christ and each other if the
effectiveness of all other human efforts in the Movement is
to be assured. This is to take seriously the promise of
Christ: “Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find,
knock and it shall be opened to you” (Matt 7:7).”

The Cursillo literature points out that palanca is
not colorful posters or banners, or flowers, friendship
letters or good wishes. These are false palanca under the
guise of nice things. Prayer and self-denial are not “nice
things”, but they are more effective in securing God’s
grace.

Letters are a vehicle in which we convey the
actual palanca being done. Palanca can be done for a
particular purpose without having to write a letter about it.
Palanca can and should be done for Cursillistas trying to
utilize the Cursillo method.

Palanca is the lever of the movement. Palanca is

needed in all areas of the Cursillo movement, not just the
3 days. Inrecent years, general palanca received in the

office has dwindled to be almost non-existent. | know that
there are Cursillistas out there offering palanca every day.
| know that the palanca “counts” whether or not you report
it to the Cursillo office. But, | also remember how much |
was touched by the piles of palanca that were presented
to us candidates on my 3 day weekend. Palanca is no
less important today than it was all those years ago.

The scheduled weekends coming up this spring,
won't be as effective without your palanca. Won't you
take the time to fill out the palanca form in this newsletter
and return it to the Cursillo office. Better yet take it to your
group reunion and fill out a combined palanca form, take it
to your Ultreya and remind your fellow Cursillistas to fill
one out and offer to get them turned in to the Cursillo
office soon.

If you offer specific prayers for Cursillo every day (mark
365), every week (52), you know how it goes. This is what
we consider our general palanca. This palanca occurs
whether or not we are having 3 day weekends.

When we are offering palanca for specific events,
meetings, team retreats or 3 day weekends, itis in
addition to our general palanca.

Mary Paldino
Secretariat
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As mentioned in the last newsletter, the lay director for the
Cursillo is no longer a paid position and beginning at the
end of the fiscal year for the diocese which is June 30, we
will no longer have any kind of budget with the diocese.
Cursillo does have some money which we will use to fund
the different expenses we have, especially for the
weekends, but we need to be thinking about increasing
those funds. Now, at the beginning of a new year, is a

great time for all of us to set aside some funds for a
monthly contribution to Cursillo. You will hear more about
this later, but now would be a good time for us all to begin
setting aside those pennies, nickels, dimes.... and dollars
to help keep this movement growing. If you would like to
begin making your donations right away please send them
to Little Rock Cursillo at P.O. Box 7565, Little Rock, AR
72217-7565. Thank You
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Men’s Team Retreat

February 8-10, 2008

Men’s Cursillo Weekend

February 21-24, 2008

St. Joseph Home, North
Little Rock

Central AR School of Leaders

March 8, 2008 — 9:00 am

St. John Center, Little Rock

Women’s Team Retreat

March 28-30, 2008

Women's Cursillo Weekend

April 10-13, 2008

St. Joseph Home, North
Little Rock

Men’s Team Retreat

September 5-7, 2008

Men’s Cursillo #94

October 9-12, 2008

Women’s Team Retreat

October 17-19, 2008

Women'’s Cursillo Weekend

November 13-16, 2008

St. John Center, Little Rock

Rogers School of Leaders

2" Saturday of the month

St. Vincent de Paul Church

Diocese of Little Rock
Cursillo Office

P.O. Box 7239

Little Rock, AR 72217-7239
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